CHAPTER  XXY!
FOR two or three hours longer the moon poured its
light through the empty air. Unbroken by clouds
it fell straightly, and lay almost like a chill white
frost over the sea and the earth. During these
hours the silence was not broken, .and the only
movement was caused by the movement of trees
and branches which stirred slightly, and then the
shadows that lay across the white spaces of the land
moved too. In this profound silence one sound
only was audible, the sound of a slight but con-
tinuous breathing which never ceased, although it
never rose and never fel|. It continued after the
birds had begun to flutter from branch to branch,
and. could be heard behind the first thin notes of
their voices. It continued all through the hours
when the east whitened, and grew red, and a faint
blue tinged the sky, but when the sun rose it ceased,
and gave place to other sounds.
The first sounds that were heard. were little
inarticulate cries, the cries, it seemed, of children or
of the very poor, of people who were very weak or
in pain. But when the sun was above the horizon,
the air which had been thin and pale grew every
moment richer and wanner, and the sounds of life
became bolder and more full of courage and authority.
By degrees the smoke began to ascend in wavering
breaths over the houses, and these slowly thickened,
until they were as round and straight as columns,
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